
 

 

  

Overview 
 

Blessed Sacrament School is actively planning for on campus school 

operations to resume in the fall of 2020. Guided by all appropriate 

health and safety precautions and mandates, determined by the Rhode 

Island Department of Health, Governor's Office and Centers for Disease 

Control, faculty and administration will continue to plan and implement 

infrastructure, policies and preparations throughout the summer and 

next school year that prioritizes student and teacher safety and guide 

our educational community through a year of challenges, opportunities 

and evolving realities. This serves as a transparent document that 

communicates our current direction as we prepare for an academic year 

alongside the Covid-19 virus. It will evolve in depth and scope as new 

guidelines and additional decisions define our experience. 

Planning for Interruptions 
The best information we have indicates that all educational communities 

should prepare for interruptions to at school learning, next academic 

year, due to Covid-19. During those situations where we are not able to 

have students on campus, the Distance Learning Program will continue. 

Families who choose to keep their child home, or children required to 

remain out of school due to screening regulations, will also have the 

opportunity to remote learn alongside classmates on campus. Families 

that choose Blessed Sacrament School must be prepared for a year of 

challenges that require our partnership in flexibility as we navigate 

inconveniences and uncertainties together. 

 

The Mission of Blessed Sacrament 

School, a Catholic School and 

ministry of Blessed Sacrament 

Parish, is to educate preschool 

through grade 8 students in a safe, 

nurturing, and academically 

challenging environment that 

instills the knowledge of God’s 

great love for us. We empower 

students to become well-rounded 

individuals who are lifelong 

learners and joyful witnesses to 

Christ’s teachings.  



Re-Opening Planning 

Blessed Sacrament School has already been significantly engaged in preparation for 

the 2020-2021 school year. School task force teams, BSS professional educator teams, 

Board of Trustee committees and regional, state and national teams have informed 

planning and assist us in preparation alongside evolving directives and guidance. 

How will school start in the fall? 

Rhode Island has lifted statewide 

school closure mandate. 
NO 

 School starts in a Distance 

Learning Model until 

statewide school closure 

mandate is lifted.  
Yes 

Blessed Sacrament School opens most likely in the framework of the 

schoolhouse model with options for in-school & remote learning. 

As a family, you determine you are 

comfortable with your child(ren) returning to 

in-school learning. 
No 

Your child remains home and 

remote learns within the hybrid 

model, virtually participating in 

classes, to the greatest extent 

possible. Parental involvement is 

very important in this model.  

Your child returns to school within the context of the appropriate model that aligns to specific health 

and safety requirements. In the event that authorities close schools or initiate a stay-at-home order, 

all students will transition to distance learning until allowed to return to campus.  

Yes 

In the event that authorities close schools, initiate a stay-at-home order or a local Covid-19 exposure 

closes our school for cleaning, all students impacted will transition to distance learning until allowed 

to return to school. 



  

 

  

Health & Safety 

The Health and Safety of every student, teacher and staff member is our top 

priority, as we navigate new normals and challenging realities. We are currently 

working on robust plans and policies to support the CDC and the RIDOH evolving 

guidelines that promote a safe reopening of campus for all. While details will be 

expanded in the months to come, we can anticipate a wide variety of new 

processes and expectations to guide our interactions. 

In preparation for the fall, we will 

be working on the following: 

• Expanding school cleaning 

services for more ongoing and 

targeted cleaning as guided by 

the CDC.  

• Detailing student and faculty 

health policy review and 

revising to align with emerging 

expectations.  

• Stocking cleaning supplies, 

disinfectants and anticipated 

school health office supplies.  

• Cleaning all classroom spaces, 

expanding space for social 

distancing and engineering all 

rooms for ease of continual 

cleaning program.  

• Reviewing plans with disease 

experts for students and 

faculty to return to campus. 

Parents play a critical role in 

helping to keep Blessed 

Sacrament School healthy, 

safe and open.  

More than ever before, 

families need to anticipate 

stricter guidelines on 

student attendance and 

daily home screenings 

before sending a child to 

school to help ensure 

students do not spread 

sickness or potentially 

expose others to Covid 19.  

Families should have a plan 

in advance for when a child 

is not able to attend on 

campus school and must 

remain off campus. 



 

 

Planning for continuity of learning during a year of complex realities impacting all 

communities, Blessed Sacrament School will improve its technology infrastructure 

and software to assist our teachers and students with a robust and flexible hybrid 

learning program that serves students in person on campus, those who may be 

remote learning from home, and all students when distance learning is required. 

 

• The campus will upgrade wireless capabilities to meet the increased 

demand for connectivity.  

• Integrated platforms such as Google classroom (grades 3-8) and Seesaw 

(PK-2) will assist in streamlining communication and single site integration 

to assist learners, parents and teachers in a flexible educational model.  

• Khan Academy Digital Learning Platform for ELA and Math will be 

integrated into the instructional and learning experience across all grades 

to provide seamless progress monitoring of student success to help bridge 

gaps and challenge talents.  

• Faculty will work in grade span teams to realign and reestablish best 

practices for instruction and learning during the challenges of the Covid-19 

crisis. 

• Easy-to understand, Daily & Weekly Learning Plans, outlining tasks and 

expectations. 

• It is necessary students bring their own device to distance learning.   

• Guided digital support to answer questions related to learning. 

• Virtual Parent Meetings 

  

Educating through Hybrid Learning 



 

   

In School Learning 

We anticipate three models for what in school learning will look like next year depending on 

the RIDOH guidance and changes in community viral impact. All models assume significant 

new cleaning protocols and policies that will prioritize reducing community spread or 

exposure for the health and safety of students and faculty. Our priority is to stay healthy 

and to stay open. 

 Schoolhouse Model 

 

Students will remain in stable grade groupings and learn in designated grade 

classrooms with teachers and grade level peers. There will be no in person gatherings 

of mixed grade levels. Classrooms will be redesigned to optimize social distancing and 

new classrooms utilizing larger alternate spaces may be chosen for certain grades. All 

grades will have separate designated locations on school grounds for outdoor 

learning and play. Common spaces will not be used, lunch will take place in the 

classroom and specific bathroom schedules will be assigned. Blessed Sacrament’s 

class sizes will range from 13 to 15 students, depending on classroom size. Movement 

around the school and to other buildings will be significantly regulated to reduce 

potential of community spread or exposure. Facial Coverings will only be required 

when students must move through common areas.  

Community Model 

 

If guidance indicates it is safe and appropriate to allow expanded gatherings and less 

restriction on stable groupings, students will have more interaction within grade 

spans (PS & PK, K-2, 3-5, or 6-8) only in each specific wing, while adhering to 

appropriate social distancing expectations. Students potentially have more 

movement to alternate settings for co-curricular classes and shared grade span 

experiences. Lunch and other programs will take place in classrooms. 

Campus Model 

 

A return to a more traditional school model for interaction and movement will 

occur when guidance dictates it is safe for large group gatherings and more co-

mingling in shared spaces among different groups. Social distancing restrictions 

will decrease while healthy hygiene practices will continue to guide all to help 

reduce the spread of germs. 



  Remote & In School Learning 

We understand that a year of unknown and evolving possibilities will impact each student 

and family in different ways. Bringing learners back to the school building, while providing 

those who wish or need to remote learn, offers flexibility of experience to assist families in 

making the best choices throughout the year. As we design our instructional year, we 

understand that there will most likely be times when campus learning must close for the 

health and safety of all students and teachers. Our hybrid experience will provide the best 

model for a seamless transition to meet the demands of changing realities and diverse 

needs of our community. 

What would this look like? 
• Structured, detailed, daily schedule of online, and at-home learning program 

with assignments and tasks via YouTube, Zoom, See-Saw or Google Classroom.  
• Daily/weekly/bi-weekly (to be determined) remote meetings with instructional 

support person/teacher to monitor and assess student progress towards 
learning goals. 

• Occasional (TBD-time/frequency) in-person sessions to assess students and offer 
help as needed. 

• Providing workbooks and textbooks to aid student learning.  
• Providing Math and ELA learning manipulatives / tools.  
• Provides elements of a home-schooling model, guided by certified teachers. 

 

Why might some learners be remote?  

The unprecedented public health situation points to various reasons a student might 

remote learn throughout the year, including: 

• The need to remain socially distant to protect self or family members in high risk 

category. 

• The need to remain quarantined because of contact with Covid-19 infected 

individual.  

• The need to remain out of school because of a fever.  

• Inability to come to school because of symptoms related to Covid-19 until testing 

is assured. 

• A family decision that is best for the particular circumstances of those members 

of our school community. 



 

  

School Life 

While specific plans and decisions will be finalized over the summer as 

more information and updated health guidelines are issued, strategies 

are being developed in the following areas, including but not limited 

to:  

• Changes to school access for visitors and parents.  

• Sanitizing, frequent cleaning & deep cleaning processes.  

• Health requirements for on campus attendance in line with 

screening expectations and state guidelines.  

• Potential relocation of grades and classes to assist with social 

distancing measures.  

• Age expected guidelines on use or non-use of face coverings for 

students as guided by the CDC and the RIDOH.  

• Modification and postponement of programs, experiences and 

events in compliance with limits on crowd sizes and social 

distancing measures.  

• Redesign of activity and athletic offerings in coordination with 

appropriate school model that promotes the safest environment 

for students and teachers within social distancing and interaction 

guidelines.  

• Expanded Distance Learning Schedule to meet synchronous and 

asynchronous instructional and engagement elements Monday 

through Friday. 

• Schoolwide daily academic and policy schedule changes to 

appropriately tune learning for hybrid experience and targeted 

learner supports.  

• Expand utilization of our church building and other classroom 

spaces to assist in a robust effort to support student learning and 

growth during these challenging times.  



 

  

Activities, Athletics & Events 

Blessed Sacrament School will do all that is possible to safely 

engage our students throughout a year of restrictions and 

requirements that prioritize public health and our common 

care of each other. It is not known what exactly will be possible 

during each season throughout the year, but we must all 

prepare for a year that is not typical or normal. Some changes 

that may occur at various times throughout the year include:  

• On campus activities occurring only within grade level 

groups and guided by social distance restrictions.  

• Before and aftercare being held within grade level 

classrooms and without the co-mingling of students from 

multiple grades. 

• Canceling of field trips or off-campus experiences.  

• Athletic programs being canceled, restricted or reduced as 

leagues and guidelines dictate. Grade-level intramural 

experiences replacing competitive team experiences 

when it is not possible for regional competition.  

• Schoolwide assemblies and liturgies being held through 

virtual connections within classrooms.  

• Events being rescheduled to different times in the year or 

for an outdoor venue.  

• Expanding the ability and amount of time for students to 

learn and play outdoors whenever possible. 



 

  

Questions and Answers 

Will there be a refund or reduction in tuition for next year? 

No. Blessed Sacrament School is not able to offer a reduction in or refund of 

tuition for in school, or distance learning. The actual per student cost for every 

child currently attending Blessed Sacrament School is approximately 25% more 

than the cost of tuition and is supplemented by fundraising, donor and 

institutional support. Approximately 90% of our operating costs are fixed as we 

begin a new school year. Contracts, personnel decisions, student materials and 

educational supplies are all determined with little flexibility to realign once we 

begin the year. Moreover, this year the school will spend significant financial 

resources to ensure safety, enhance cleaning and expand technological and 

educational resources. It is essential that every family choosing an education at 

Blessed Sacrament School commit to their decision for enrollment with 

awareness of the challenges and inconveniences posed by the Covid-19 crisis or 

withdraw for the 2020-2021 school year by July 15, 2020.  

Will there be an increase in tuition or fees for the 2020-2021 school year?  

Yes, for in-person instruction. The truth of the matter is that the Covid-19 virus 

will require the school to add a significant cleaning, sanitizing and personal 

protective equipment line item to this year’s budget, as well as the addition of a 

healthcare worker and an online learning specialist. Each year we must work 

within the confines of our budget, supported by tuition and additional income 

from the annual fund, financial aid and donor contributions to make appropriate 

and responsible financial decisions to advance our mission and support our 

students and staff. To that end, we will require an additional $1,500.00 fee to 

help offset these additional costs. Once class size limits have been reached, 

families may choose to enroll in our online learning program.  Current families 

may choose the online option at the 2019-2020 Tuition rate of $4,500.00. 

Contact the office for details.  
What happens to families who have not committed to the 2020-2021 school 

year? 

Any current family who has not registered for the 2020-2021 school year may 

still register, but the contract and agreements have been changed to more 

accurately reflect the realities of the Covid-19 pandemic.  



 

  

Questions and Answers 

Can we wait and see if school starts in the fall on campus or through distance 

learning before determining to stay for the year?  

No. Blessed Sacrament School families share a partnership alongside our dedicated 

faculty, staff and administration. This common bond for the sake of our children, 

and their future, unites our mutual respect for each other. Families who choose to 

withdraw later in the summer or in the fall, significantly impact other students, 

families and our faculty. Many of our decisions for hiring, purchase of materials and 

allocation of resources have been determined. We only ask that families anticipate 

that this will be a year of interruptions and new realities. For the sake of all in our 

community, make your commitment to stay or withdraw before July 15th. 

What will the classroom experience be like? 

While we don't have all the detailed guidance at this time. We can expect that our 

teachers will continue to do what they do best as loving, fun, creative and sensitive 

instructional leaders who help create an environment where children can grow and 

learn during these extraordinary times. We know that things will have to be 

different in ways to help create more social distance, more frequent cleaning, less 

sharing and infrequent co-mingling among nonstable groupings. This is new for us 

and not how we prefer to structure our community, but we want to do everything 

we can to keep our kids together and learning as we help them find new courage 

and confidence to navigate these challenges. 

Will Blessed Sacrament School follow what all public schools do?  

No. While we are required, for good reason, to follow emergency orders, state 

regulations for non-public schools, and public health guidance from the RIDOH and 

the CDC, there may be choices that public school districts have to make for remote 

learning, alternating schedule days, or other specific educational policies that 

wouldn't impact our unique decisions as a community. All our decisions will be 

made in accordance with guidance from the RIDOH, the CDC, local and state 

mandates. 



 
Questions and Answers 

How many students can be in a classroom with social distancing?  

The consensus among Catholic School leaders suggests that we will most likely be 

functioning under the schoolhouse model. This will require that we provide at least 

6 feet of distance between students at all times. In that scenario, Blessed 

Sacrament’s classrooms would seat 13 to 15 students, depending on the classroom. 

This model also requires stable groups. In other words, a minimum number of staff 

or others, outside the group, entering the classroom during the day.  

Will children have to wear face coverings and masks?  

While at this time there is no guidance delivered specifically for schools from the 

RIDOH, the following is the released guidance for RI Summer Camp programs: "Cloth 

face coverings may be used if tolerated by children older than age two. However, 

wearing cloth face coverings for long periods of time is uncomfortable and could 

hamper speech and social development. As face coverings are not recommended 

when children are at home with family members, it is reasonable to not require 

them, even of older children, in childcare when interactions are limited to only 

children and adults in the stable group. Face coverings could be considered for 

children older than age two, as tolerated, in common areas and at drop-off and pick-

up times when there may be some unavoidable close interaction between the stable 

groups." We anticipate communicating school specific advice and expectations 

around this topic as we get closer to the school year. 

What will bussing be like? 

Bussing is controlled by the Providence Public School district who work to determine 

policies, protocols and coordination of all bussing for non-public school students. 

Contact the Providence P.S. District administration for more details, but anticipate 

that decisions on bussing and protocol around Covid19 planning for bussing may not 

be determined until more specific guidance is known from the RIDE and the RIDOH. 


